
Hood River’s 9/10 girls
win district tournament
to advance to next level

By ADAM LAPIERRE
News staff writer

Hood River Little League’s four All-
Star teams returned from Bend after
several days of sunny summer ball in
Central Oregon during the annual Dis-
trict 5 tournament. Made up of top
players selected by coaches from teams
in Parkdale, Odell, Hood River, White
Salmon and Trout Lake, the teams com-
peted in double-elimination brackets
against squads from a dozen other
leagues in the region for a shot at the
state tournament held next week in
Scappoose.
The only team to win its bracket and

represent Hood River at the next level
was the 9/10 girls, who went undefeated
in four rounds, including a 15-4 rout of
Crook County in the finals to claim top
honors and extend the season for an-
other couple weeks.
“Last year we went down, won one

game and lost the next two, so our ex-
pectations weren’t high going into the
tournament,” coach Kris Zorza said
about the girls, who played through 100-
plus degree temperatures for part of
the week. “It was 101 degrees at one

point, which was pretty tough. It was so
hot during one game that players were
taking water breaks in the middle of in-
nings just to cool off. The girls played
through it and really came together as a
team; it was awesome. And a lot of peo-
ple came down to support the girls,
which we really appreciated.”
Coaches Jason Kona, Chris Nick-

elsen and Zorza will work with the girls
daily through this week before travel-
ing to Scappoose for the state tourna-
ment, which is the highest level the
girls can play to at that age. Their first
game will be Saturday in the double-
elimination bracket.
“They’re taking it pretty seriously,”

Zorza said. “These kids don’t like to

lose.”
For the Hood River boys teams, all

three won multiple games and came
within a round or two of the finals be-
fore being eliminated in the consola-
tion bracket. Starting with the oldest,
the 11/12 boys, a 5-4 win against Her-
miston in the opening round turned out
to be one of the best games of the
bracket. Hermiston fought back later in
the tournament to defeat Hood River by
a single run to knock them out of the
bracket and advance to the finals,
where the team defeated The Dalles 3-1
to claim the title.
The 10/11 boys started off with a
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‘From the moment I
rolled him over, he was

awake and speaking
very quietly. He kept

saying, ‘please keep my
head above water.’

JUSTINWILEY

By ADAM LAPIERRE
News staff writer

Imagine lying face down in the river, fully
conscious but unable to move, aware of peo-
ple around you but unsure if they’ll be able to
flip you over before the last breath burning in
your lungs expires and you drown.
“I was awake; I just couldn’t move,” said

Tom Dawson, who faced that fearful situation
Wednesday evening while kiteboarding at the
west end of the Hood River sandbar. The 49-
year-old field engineer and Seattle resident
was enjoying some of last week’s warm,
windy conditions when a small slipup nearly
cost him his life.
“I had just finished a trick and was riding

away on the toeside of my board. I knew it
was shallow, but not that shallow. My board
slipped out and I fell forward, head-first into
the water.”
The impact on Dawson’s forehead didn’t

leave so much as a scratch or a bruise, but it
was enough to cause temporary paralysis
from head to toe. Still attached to his kite, he
lay helpless and face down in the water, hop-

ing that someone who saw the crash, either
from the deck of the nearby Sandbar Café or
one of the many kiteboarders in the area,
would come to his aid in time. As his body
began convulsing from lack of oxygen, Hood
River native Justin Wiley was the first to
reach him.
“I put my kite down in the water, ditched

my board and put my left arm behind his
neck and gently flipped him over,” Wiley said
Monday from his job at 2nd Wind Sports.
“From the moment I rolled him over, he was
awake and speaking very quietly. He kept say-
ing, ‘Please keep my head above water.’ I
knew I needed to be careful with his neck, so
I just held him carefully in that position until
other people came over to help.”
Second to Dawson’s aid was local kite-

boarding instructor Blaine Baker, who
jumped over the railing of the Sandbar Café
and swam to help. A few others arrived mo-
ments later to help clear the water of kites,
lines and boards and stabilize Dawson until
paramedics arrived.
“It’s very humbling,” Dawson said. “I’m

usually the one who is helping others, and the
way everyone came to my side like they did is
very humbling.”
After being taken to Providence Hood River

Memorial Hospital, he was transferred to
Legacy Emanuel in Portland, where he quick-
ly regained feeling and the use of his limbs.
He was released Friday and spent much of
Saturday stiff and slow, but able to hang out
by the river and watch his friends kiteboard.
For Wiley and others who helped with the

rescue, the news of his recoverywas a great re-
lief in what could have been a tragic situation.
“I haven’t talked to him since, but am

stoked to hear he is doing so well,” Wiley said.
“I just feel fortunate to have been there at the
right time and to have been able to do what I
know anyone else would have done in that
same situation.”
While driving back home to Seattle after

what turned out to be a very long week, Daw-
son offered the sincere words, “From every-
one who helped me in the water, to the para-
medics and the staff in Hood River and Port-
land, I am grateful. Thank you.”

Kiteboarding 4 Cancer is this weekend
By LINDSAY MCCLURE

For the News
Once every summer, the disorga-

nized jumble of kiteboarders on the Co-
lumbia River transforms into an or-
chestrated mob of brilliant colors, ral-
lying around the river in support of
young cancer survivors.
“It's almost as enjoyable to sit on the

beach and watch the chaos, the colors,
the excitement, enjoy the music, and
experience the energy the event pro-
vides to the community as participat-
ing,” says Steve Fisher, cancer survivor
and Kiteboarding 4 Cancer participant.

The annual event returns to Hood
River this weekend, July 12-14 at the
Event Site, and the buzz surrounding
the event is understandable, as en-
durance racers spend six full hours on
the river, battling unpredictable weath-
er and nearly 200 other contestants to
complete as may laps as possible
around a large course roughly between
the Sandbar and Wells Island.
Tonia Farman, KB4C founder, says

the kite derby is designed to replicate
the inescapable struggle that cancer pa-
tients live with day-in and day-out of
their lives.

For many, KB4C — North America's
largest amateur kiteboarding event —
sets itself apart from other events be-
cause of the importance of the cause it
represents. Take Olivia Halfen, for ex-
ample. The event volunteer coordinator
is also a cancer survivor.
“Every time I go to the event I look

out and see howmany people are suited
up and ready to spend six hours on the
water and I think how everyone is
doing it to support people just like me,"
she said.

Endurance race, fundraising highlights nation’s largest amateur kiting event

SPECTATORS have a front-row seat of the action from the Hood
River Event Site, where activities for the annual event are based.
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A ‘humbling’
experience

SPORTS BRIEFS

Please see KB4C, Page A8

By MIKE WEBER
For the News

Hood River’s Carson Oil-sponsored
Oilers baseball team started its home
Firecracker Tournament with a bang
Friday in the form of a 9-2 win over
David Douglas. Following the impres-
sive opening victory, however, the Oil-
ers were unable to build additional mo-
mentum in the seven-team, July 5-7 con-
test at Hood River Valley High School’s
Traner Field.
Despite dropping four of five games

on the weekend, Oiler coaches Adam
Howell and Don Lariza have reasons to
be optimistic. All of them were non-
league, so the outcomes have no effect
on the Oregon Junior State Baseball As-
sociation Division 1 standings. With a 5-
4 record, the Oilers remain a top con-
tender among the 11 Portland-area
squads vying for the league’s three sum-
mer league playoff spots.
“It was nice to start the tournament

with a win,” said Howell, the Oilers’
fourth-year coach. “Whenever you host
an event like this, obviously you hope to
win it. After playing five games in three
days, we were just mentally fatigued
and we were unable to pull through and
get a win Sunday.”
The Oilers can take a big step toward

qualifying for the postseason with five
final regular season games, all at home,
including two this week (6 p.m. Tuesday
vs. Horizon Christian of Tualatin and 6
p.m. Thursday vs. Wilson).
“Our goal is to reach the playoffs so

that we can continue developing our
players by competing in baseball until
the end of summer,” said Howell. “Fin-
ishing in the top three of league would
certainly represent a successful sum-
mer program.”
The Oilers displayed a potent offense

versus David Douglas while out-hitting
their opponent 12-3 in a come-from-be-
hind win in the 9 a.m. contest. Trailing
2-0, the Oilers erupted for five runs in
the third inning, highlighted by Ryan
Ward’s go-ahead, two-run single to
make it 3-2.
The Oilers extended it to 5-2 and then

tacked on three in the fourth and one in
the fifth for the final 9-2 margin. Start-
ing pitcher Kam Walker (eight strike-
outs, walk) threw the first five innings
on the mound and he combined with re-

Oiler boys
chase shot
at playoffs

A ‘humbling’
experience

Youth tennis camps have room
July tennis camps for youth, middle and high school

players have openings this year. The camps will be held in
White Salmon due to the Hood River courts being remod-
eled all summer. Camps are as follows:
Middle and high school camp: July 15-18, the first three

days will run from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and will focus on
developing tennis skills and match play strategy. The final
day will be a mini tournament from 10 a.m. to about 1 p.m.
Cost is $68 and instructors are Leslie Kerr, Kenzie Kerr,
Justine Ziegler and additional as needed.
Youth camp: July 22-25, will run from 10 a.m. to noon

each day and will focus on developing tennis skills and
practicing them in game format. Cost is $54 and instruc-
tors Kenzie Kerr, Leslie Kerr and additional as needed.
Sign up for all camps through Hood River Community

Education at www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/coe. Call Kenzie
Kerr at 541-399-2515 for more information.

Two Hawks named to hoops all-state team
Horizon Christian School’s Matt Totaro and Jake Wells

were selected to the 2013 basketball all-state teams, which
were announced last week. The teams were selected by
Class 1A coaches in conjunction with the annual summer
all-star series held late last month in Central Oregon. To-
taro, a 6-foot-5 junior, was a first-team pick, and Wells, a 6-7
senior, was selected to the second team. Totaro andWells led
Horizon to a runner-up finish at the 1A state tournament.

Timbers offer bilingual soccer clinic Aug. 8
The Portland Timbers soccer program is hosting a

bilingual soccer clinic for Hood River-area players Aug. 8,
from 3:30-5 p.m. at Hood River Middle School. The free
clinic will be a unique opportunity for young players to
work with some of the state’s top coaches through the
Somos Timbers youth program. Pre-registration is re-
quired and a cap of 125 players has been set. To register or
for more information, contact Pepi Rivera at 541-399-3362
or the Somos Timbers at 503-553-5425.

SORE BUT STANDING, Seattle resident and Gorge frequenter Tom Dawson was out of the hospital and mobile three days after a kiteboarding crash at the
Hood River sandbar that would have ended much worse if fellow kiteboarders and onlookers didn’t come to his immediate rescue.
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Bystanders come to man’s rescue in the nick of time

All-Stars are
off to state

DISTRICT CHAMPS: Hood River Little League’s 9/10 All Star squad won last week’s dis-
trict tournament and are off to state, starting this weekend in Scappoose. Pictured are
(back) coaches Kris Zorza, Jason Kona and Chris Nickelsen and players (left to right) Au-
nikaYasui, Reese Leiblein, Celilo Brun, Grace Guertin, Kyla Zorza,Mikayla Matthews, Rylee
Kona, Molly Routson, Jessa Nickelsen, Mollie Ritoch, Taylor Beam and Bella Moore.
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Farman started KB4C in 2007
after her brother, Scott, passed
away from leukemia. “I needed an
outlet for my own healing process
and thought, what better way than
to go kiteboarding all day,” she re-
members. “Fortunately, the whole
kiteboarding community was real-
ly supportive.”
The event’s endurance race, all

day Saturday based out of the Hood
river Event Site, is the focus of a
weekend packed with fundraising
efforts. The race starts at 10:30 a.m.,
weather permitting, and will run
until about 4:30 p.m. For non-com-
petitors, dry land activities include
live music throughout the day, food
and beverage vendors, a kids art
tent and the Boards of Hope live
and silent auction.

Sunday will play host to another
full day of events including kite
team relay races and the never-
ever-windsurfed-before race, a new
event that promises to be a crowd
favorite. Farman explained that
“a group of local professional
windsurfers are very eager and en-
thusiastic about introducing wind-
surfing to non-windsurfers.”
In this competition, which is

scheduled for 11:30 a.m. Sunday,
competitors will be provided gear
and basic instruction before being
challenged to make it out and back
around a buoy.
KB4C has raised roughly $525,000

over the past six years, according to
Farman, and the fundraising goal
for this year is $100,000. Funds are
raised through athlete fundraising
prior to the event, silent and live
auction, beer sales, a portion of
food sales, and sponsors that pledge
a dollar amount per lap completed
by the kiteboarders.

KB4C relies on sponsor funds to
pay for the event expenses, which
allows 97 to 100 percent of all funds
raised to be put directly toward the
Camp Koru Survivorship Program,
which hosts adventure therapy
camps for teens and young adults
working to get their lives back after
cancer.
Koru is a Maori word that refers

to the origin of the spiral of a fern
and can be translated to new life or
new growth, explained Fisher, who

was in attendance at the first Camp
Koru in 2011. “Survivors often feel
lost, but at Camp Koru they are
able to build a new family to sup-
port each other,” he said.
Farman explained that young

adults who are transitioning out of
treatment and back into everyday
life face unique challenges. “Camp
Koru is a safe and supportive setting
for survivors to get together with
peer support, gain new confidence,
get rejuvenated and leave with a
new outlook on life,” she said.
Halfen described her camp expe-

rience at Camp Koru: “This camp
gives people the opportunity to
meet other survivors and talk
about things that the doctors don’t
talk to you about and to build last-
ing connections,” she says.
Camp Koru is available to cancer

survivors ages 18-39, with pro-
grams that teach surfing and
stand-up paddle boarding on Maui
and skiing and snowboarding on

Mount Hood.
In addition, an art studio at

Camp Koru empowers young sur-
vivors to use art as a form of heal-
ing — a concept KB4C has woven
into its fundraising efforts.
The Boards of Hope project is an

opportunity for artists to create
works of art out of new or used
kiteboards, surfboards, skate-
boards, wakeboards and other
boards. The boards are then sold at
auction during KB4C.
This year two famous surfboard

shapers, Gerry Lopez and Fletcher
Chouinard, have gotten involved
by shaping boards which will be
sold in the live auction. The Boards
of Hope boards will be on display
for the silent auction all day Satur-
day at the Event Site and will be
auctioned off at 6:30 p.m. that
evening.
For more information about

KB4C, visit athletes4cancer.org.

KB4C
Continued from Page A7

bang in their bracket with an
11-1 win over Crook County
before experiencing the re-
verse fortune with a 10-0 loss
vs. The Dalles. The boys
bounced back with two more
wins before being eliminated
with a 15-5 loss against Bend
South in the consolation
semifinals.
The 9/10 boys opened with

commanding wins over John
Day River and Columbia be-
fore losing a clincher 8-7
against Bend North. The
team went on to defeat John
Day River once more before
facing a 12-0 loss against Her-
miston, which went on to win
the bracket with a tight win
over Bend North.

ALL-STARS
Continued from Page A7

liever Dallas Buckley (three
strikeouts) on the sparkling
three-hitter.
Playing in their second

contest Friday night at 7, the
Oilers lost 18-0 to a power-
house Perth Heat squad
from Perth, Australia. The
Perth Heat (23-3) outscored
five opponents by a total of
48-5, including a 3-2 win over
Southridge in Sunday’s
championship game. Perth,
guided by coach Rod Drew,
started a U.S. tour June 15
while playing games in Ore-
gon, Nevada and California
and they’ll return home
July 23.
“They (Australia) have a

really solid ball club with

kids that are a little older
than our guys,” said Howell.
“In baseball, like other
sports, whenever you have
more experienced players, it
really makes a big differ-
ence.”
On Saturday, the Oilers

lost 13-5 to the Salem Sena-
tors (13-10) and 8-0 to
Southridge. In their final
game Sunday versus Madi-
son (13-11), the Oilers came
back from a 2-0 deficit to take
the lead. Patrick Harvey (1-
for-3) and Walker (1-for-3)
each connected with RBI sin-
gles in the bottom of the first
inning. Ward’s sacrifice
groundout RBI drove home
Harvey for a go-ahead run,
putting the Oilers up 3-2.
Madison knotted it 3-3 in

the second and then added
two in the third for a 5-3
edge. The last four frames

were scoreless, but there
were some key Oiler high-
lights. Starting pitcher Alix
Jimenez allowed just two
hits and struck out six in
three and two-third innings
on the mound. Middle reliev-
er Chase Lariza (Don Lar-
iza’s son) worked two and
one-third innings and al-
lowed just two hits, a walk
and no runs.
“It’s always tough having

your dad as your coach, but
it’s also lots of fun too,” said
Chase Lariza, an incoming
HRVHS sophomore. “I think
he has a tendency to push
me a little harder than the
other players. He’s been
coaching me since I was 5
years old, so he knows what
I’m capable of doing out on
the field.”
In the sixth, the Oilers had

a defensive gem worthy of

ESPN‘s highlight reel with a
rarely seen triple play. Madi-
son had baserunners on first
and second base and then
they attempted a double
steal. Walker, playing short-
stop, caught a line drive then
quickly tossed the ball to
Brooks Maddy for a putout
at second base. Maddy then
turned and fired a ball to
Connor Olson for a putout at
first.
“That’s probably one of

the rarest plays in baseball
and you don’t see it very
often,” said Howell. “It’s the
first one I’ve seen in my four-
year coaching career at
Hood River Valley High. The
triple play is one of those
things where you have to be
in the right place at the right
time, and have a little luck
too, and it sure was exciting
to see.”

Trailing 5-3 in the seventh,
Walker went to the mound
and struck out three batters
to help prevent any further
Madison runs, while helping
his team to at least have a
chance for a comeback. The
Oilers were unable to gener-
ate any offense though at the
conclusion of the game.
“We’re working on getting

better, so we’re doing all
right and we’re actually
playing pretty good base-
ball,” said Walker, an incom-
ing HRV junior. “We just
need to focus on playing well
in the remaining league
games. Hopefully, we’ll get a
few more wins and qualify
for the playoffs. We’re hav-
ing lots of fun and I’m just
trying to help our team im-
prove this summer so that
we’ll have a better team next
year.”

OILERS
Continued from Page A7

TONIA
FARMAN
has helped
raise about
$525,000
over the
last six
years of
KB4C.


